URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  V^ELVvYN  GARDEN  CITY. 
Interim  Annual  Medical  Report  for  the  year  1942, 
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The  Ministry  of  Health,  by  circulars  2067,  2314,  2604  and  2773  has 
indicated  that  Aimual  Reports  for  1342  should  be  interim  ones  and  "confined 
to  essential  and  urgent  matters"  and  that  no  reference  should  be  made  to 
extensions  of  viator  Hupply  or  Oewerage  or  other  important  developments,  but 
that  subjects  in  which  the  public  have  snov.m  special  interest  which  are  not 
subject  to  this  ban  should  be  dealt  with. 


1.  Statistics. 

Rateable  value  at  December  51st,  1942.  £152,412. 

Inhabited  houses  at  December  51st,  1942.  4,350 

The  population  figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  for  1942  is 
18,060.  Statistics  have  been  calculated  with  this  figure.  The  estimated 
population  at  the  end  of  1942  was  17,253.  Deaths  occurring  during  the  year 
v/ere  131. 


1942,. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

17.44 

16.3 

17.17 

15.7 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births. 

19.05 

31.6 

20.2 

36.3 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

7.25 

7.2 

10.1 

7.48 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  vear  of  aj?e. 

All  infants  per  1,090  live  births. 

48.4 

35.2 

58.2 

^0,6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. 

41.23 

36.5 

52.2 

28.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

• 

166.66 

- — 

400.0 

100.0 

The  death  rate  of  all  infants  for  England  and  V/ales  is  49, 

15  deaths  occurred  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  Of  these  eleven  were  due  to 

prematurity  or  congenital  defect  and  v/ere  therexore  not  preventable. 

There  were  six  still  births. 

t 

309  live  births  occurred  during  the  year  to  local  residents,  of  these  198  occurred 
in  the  tovm  and  111  in  outside  areas.  In  addition  308  babies  were  born  in  the 
town  to  non-residents. 

Of  the  eighteen  illegitimate  babies  born  to  residents  three  died. 

2,  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Diplitheria. 

0. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

12. 

'Aiio oping  Cough. 

169. 

Measles. 

26 . 

Pneumonia. 

2. 

Pu e r p e r<al  Pyrexia. 

2. 

Tuberculosis. 

58 . 

t 


f 


o.  £>i'othbria  I^unvarxiGation. 


At  December  51st  it  v.as  f:£timatt.l  that  6I06/0  of  the  children  under 

five  and  82.7/0  of  the  children  between  five  end  fifteen  had  been  iiimiunised ,  This 
shov/s  a  marked  improvemont  on  last  year’s  percentages,  especially  in  the  under 
five  ago  group  vdio  are  the  most  susceptible  to  diphtheria.  The  percentage  of 


children  immunised  xhas 
whole  can  be  considered 


now  reached  the  level  at  which  the  child  population  as  a 
reasonably  protected.  No  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred 


during  the  year  and  one  hopes  that  if  the  percentage  of  protected  children  is 
kept  up  the  town  v.iil  continue  to  be  kept  free  from  d-iphthcria. 


4.  Tuberculosis. 


There  ’vvere  ej.ght  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  according  to  the  Registrar 
General's  figu.res.  This  is  one  more  than  our  records  show.  The  Council  has 
agreed  that  the  Housing  Committee,  should  consider  "any  urgent  cases  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  reported  to  them  by  the  Acting  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  as  requiring  more  adequate  housing  iimnediately" .  If  the  need  is  proved 
such  persons  are  given  preference  in  obtaining  a  house. 


Pulm , 


Mai 


e. 


Non-Pulm, 


Female. 

Pulm .  Non-Pulm. 


On  register  31st  Hecember,  1041, 


48. 


20 


14, 


Removals  from  register,  1942. 

Oeatiis. 

Left  district, 
^■’■ecoveries. 


O  c 


4. 

6. 


2. 


Total, 


10 


y 


Leaving .  38 

Added  to  register,  1342. 

Cases  previously 

notified.  5 

New  cases.  11 


20 


1 

5 


22  12 


1 

14  1 


CosoB  on  register  31st  December,  1942.  54  26  37  13 

5.  Scabies. 


1942  a  cleansing  centre  was  opened  at  the  Peartree  Post.  Local 


On  July  Sth, 

residents  and  cases  from  Hatfield  and  Welwyn  Rural  Districts  were  accepted  for 
treament.  All  cases  must  be  referred  to  the  centre  by  a  doctor,  the  only 
exception  being  that  further  cases  occurring  in  a  household  from  •  hich  a  case 
has  c'.irea.dy  been  sent  by  a  doctor  can  bo  sent  by  a  nurse.  Treatment  is  free. 


Up  to  December  31st, 
treatment  at  the  Centre, 


201  residents  and  23  non  residents  ha.d  received 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30246830 


6. 


■Sanitary  circiiiiicitances  of  the  nrea. 


V'ater,  All  tha  25  samples  of  the  public  ’.vater  surply  obtained  during  the 
year  v/ere  found  on  examination  to  be  uniformly  pure.  T\-elve  V'cre  sampled  before 
the  water  -aas  chlorinated  raid  eleven  after  it  wa,s  chlorinated.  During  1942 
available  evidence  indicated  that  es  a  consequence  of  chlorine  being  added  to 
the  public  water  supply  considerr.ble  dtO.mage  v/cis  done  to  water  fittings  in  the 
tovm,  A  technical  expert  reported  that  a  chalk  derived  water  like  the  Garden 
City  supply  normally  contains  free  carbonic  ocid^  which  often  accounts  for 
slight  corrosive  troubles.  He  stated  "In  many  cases  such  v/aters  prove 
satisfactory  cond  give  rise  to  no  noticeable  corrosion  until  (as  a  result  of 
chlorination)  free  chlorine  was  present  in  the  water  circulating  in  the  mcains 

and  pipes".  This  was  what  occurred  in  the  town,  subsequent  to  which  the  chlorine 

dose  was  reduced  to  a  minimum  vdth  a  view  to  there  bein^-  no  free  chlorine  present. 
It  seems  probable  that  the  ingestion  of  chlorine  via  water  has  a  deleterious 
effect  on  some  consumers  and  that  chlorinated  water  may  also  have  c?n  adverse 
effect  on  delicate  skins.  further  there  is  no  need  on  the  grounds  of  lack  of 
purity  ' or  possible  contamination  for  the  water  to  be  chlorinated.  Chlorinated 
is  required  under  a  defence  regulation  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  not  prepared 

to  make  an  exception  in  the  case  of  Welwyn  Gordon  City. 


General. 


The  sanita.ry  condition  of  premises  in  the  towm  was  found  to  be 


generally  satisfactory,  at  the 
conditions  show  dt^terioration, 


same  time  it  will  be  ai^preciated  that 
due  to  the  existing  labour  shortage. 


stmictural 


During  tne  year  415  inspections  'were  made,  45  informal  notices  were  served 
and  complied  v/ith. 

I 

The  hygienic  quality  of  railx  retailed  in  the  town  shoi-ed  deterioration 
compared  with  early  w^ar  a.nd  pre-war  quality.  A  local  retcailer  axis  proceeded 
against  for  breaches  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  penalties  amounting  to 
£44.  16.  Od  being  inflicted.  In  addition  strong  efforts  were  made  to  ensure 
that  the  general  milk  supply  of  the  town  was  clean.  Subsequent  results  shov:ed 
marked  improvement. 


An  occupier  of  a  Factory  w/as  prosecuted  for  failing  to  provide  sufficient 
sanitary  conveniences.  The  bench  adjourned  the  case,  and  by  the  time  of  heroring 
the  w'ork  was  done,  the  bench  found  the  case  proved  but  dismissed  it  under  the 
Probation  of  Offenders  Act.  This  action  together  with  informal  action  resulted 
in  the  provision  of  18  additional  sanitary  conveni>jnces 


7.  Housing. 


In  common  vrith  the  rest  of  the  Country  we  haye^p.  serious  shortage  of  houses 
in  the  tow/n.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  w;ere  ‘t84  persons  registered  as 
applicants  for  Council  houscs. 


This  inevitably  brings  about  a  loiwer  standard  of  environment 
and  must  affect  the  conditions  necessary  to  a  healtliy  life. 


and  amenity 


Council  Offices, 
Welwyn  Garden  City. 
Herts . 


G. Mi a 11  Smith. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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